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A Sudy of “Quality of Life” in Industrial Clusters

KOMORI Masahiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Industrial clustersin the US, Europe and Asia are equipped with provisions for “quality of life”
(QOL), while those in Japan are often artificialy located in isolated areas and lack QOL.

Knowledge workers appreciate urban convenience, life amenities, open culture, natural
environment, leisure activities, and other aspects of QOL, on top of challenging and rewarding jobs;
therefore, a region’s QOL, among other factors, can attract and sustain knowledge workers, thereby
promoting innovation and strengthening the industrial cluster’s competitiveness. In return, an industrial
cluster can create employment, increase a region’s revenues from personal income and other taxes,
provide “civic entrepreneurs’ who take the leadership of regional development, and improve aregion’'s
QOL.

This productive cycle between QOL and industrial clusters can be a key factor in improving a
region in a sustainable way. Local governments should not forget to improve the region’s QOL when
developing industrial clustersin the age of inter-regional competition in the knowledge economy.
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