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Research on New Growth Bases in Emerging Countries

—Considerations from the Perspective of Industrial Parks and Infrastructure Development in Vietnam —

KIKUCHIHARA Masahiko
Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

One of the notable characteristics of Vietnam's industrial parks is their relatively large size compared to
those in other ASEAN countries. The primary reason for this is that Vietham's industrial parks play a pivotal
role as "new production bases" in the country's economy. This study aims to analyze the unique features of
Vietnam's industrial parks as "new growth bases" through the lenses of development economics theory and
industrial agglomeration theory. Drawing on modern Big Push theory, this study examines whether
Vietnam's industrial parks exhibit economies of scale and positive externalities, while also clarifying their
distinctive characteristics and the underlying economic mechanisms within Vietnam's economy.
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Changes in Security Environment
and
Japanese Defense Problems

SAITO Takahiro
Japanese Society for Global Social and Cultural Studies

In December 2022, the Kishida administration announced a new national security straregy. The document
explicitly states that all options will be considered realistically, and none will be ruled out, including the
possession of counterattack capabilities that previous administrations refrained from pursuing due to policy

decisions, in order to fundamentally strengthen Japan’s defense capabilities. Driving this shift is the evolving
regional security environment. China is undertaking a sweeping military modernization program and
increasing maritime pressure on Japan in the East China Sea. North Korea continues to advance its nuclear

weapons and missile programs,and Russia has labeled Japan as an "unfriendly country" while increasing
military activity near Japan.Following the release of the new national security strategy, Japan received
strong support from its ally, the United States, for enchancing its defense capabilities. Additionally, support
for security cooperation was expressed by the G7, Australia, India, ASEAN, and South Korea.Japan is
steadily advancing efforts to strengthen its defense capabilities.
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The path of Energy Revolution and CO2 emissions

—Focusing on coal-fired power generation—

IZUMIYA Kiyotaka

Japanese Society for Global Social and Cultural Studies

Security Research Group

The 38 OECD countries have already undergone a process of an "Energy Revolution." The "Energy
Revolution" refers to a series of events that began with the Industrial Revolution in the 19th century,
progressed through rapid industrialization, wars, and major environmental changes, and ultimately led to

the transition to oil and electricity as dominant energy sources in the 20th century. However, in reality, the
levels of industrial and social development vary significantly across countries. This disparity is hypothesized
to be the reason why emission reductions are not progressing smoothly.

Keywords: Energy Revolution, fossil energy, Kaya identity, coal-fired power generation, CCS
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IHMET 77T CHBE T T h oY), T 26%HEML
TW5, 2020 4, KAPB—RZRXNAF—IZHDHHE
BlE2. 7% Th D, JR1IITAERHET 22 (M-toe) T8

9,w$fs%ﬁ9bfmé 2020 4, JEF 03—
W NF—IZHEDLHEE1E5.0% TH D, AR,

BAERET L — ORI - J8 ) - HIEE)N) 1366
XHE T 204 (M—toe), L3R T 3. 28 f T AN L TV 5,
2020 A, FAEFRET RLXF =R —RZRXLF—ITh
DLEIRIT 2.1% TH D, 2020 4F, T, KT,
Eiéz‘TﬁE:t;ﬁzvﬂe DOEF 1,364 (M-toe) THY,

—RZRZNAFX—ICHODLEIEIX 9.8% Th D, 2010
ﬁ5ﬁ>2>20205E0)ﬂ§DD 1% 259. 3 (M—toe) ThH 5, F
2 LR NIOHBEZFHE L AL, HRIR TR
F771% 2010 £EDS 2020 4ET 3% LTWB,
OECD38 Tl 19%78, F OECD TiE 91 (M-toe) & 72
TV 5,91 (M-toe) BNy DN, HHED 76. 1 (M-toe),

278 11.8 (M-toe) THY, Zd 2[ET, FE OECD
43D 96. 6% EAERL LT\ 5, LL XK v, 0ECD38 T,
JRASIFEFT ORI « BEIEBHEITL TEY, Haxs
HEATWRWNWZ ERRIBIND, ZIUTHK LT, H#
WEEEF TCHLHE, v 7 BRI EITHE
D I6%LL EEH S TS, vvTIile - T, JFJ
BT EE 2R MEDO 1 DTHY, N A
—, XFJ)—, HEH, f K, X T TFFa, b
v, DRARFRAL L, NCTY—, =T NEZ
B, S%OmHEE G H 5, FEB IR
TIRET T FOEHIEENH D, 2022 4F 2 H D

4 OKECIE TRIMRE ) A Ttonne of oil equivalent, toel
THHZEND TAMBEE T b ) ZLLT M-toe) LHWEY
Do

5 ROSATOM #f, 7' @ ¥ = 7 Mg

<https://www.rosatom.ru/en/press-centre/references-about-enterprises-and-

TEESERIIE] 21 % 1 5 [BFgesa ]
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DI TIZRD U7 TATRELAE, EU e 7 fil#
EEMICEIL L, XX —ETOr U TIRFD
WA ZK>TW5b, LML, a7 DR IIFEET
EU Ol x5 & 72 > Ty, iy, B EU A3
0T FEDZNFERIEM Y 7 AEKIfEL TV DD
5ThD, LB 7 o nMERDHEBIE, B
R T HMTY T o EEROMA T =T 5% Th
% Z &, A TIA Y EEFC S BEROEWEEE O B
IR (=T 43%) O ZERITIA T
XA ThD, B lcas 74 144 (Angarsk,
Novouralsk, Zelenogorsk, Seversk) ¢ T T L&k
RENOWMHR T =7 55% 2 HLTEY, ZODOBIK
DR DB X 22 12 BiE T & 25,2010 4 & 2020 4
Z g4 % &, OECD38 AR TIIR T I OFrax A3 0,
HE, a7 TIIMz TWAHEERHLH, Z0HEHE
I%, OECD38 TlX CO,HIIkTFBD 1 D Th LT 1%
BNEZ 72 VR 22> TE TN D & BfRR T &
Do
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3 —RTZ X —HBEBEHR (=L X —FE5)
HIFT : X 2,3 1%, =RAF—HE 2023 OAET—# L 0 EEER,

2021

£ 1 —RE-FLXF—HEHR (2010 F~2020 4F)
HHREET b
—IRTRLF | 20105 | 2020 | MBSy | HEAIEE | HEiNAE
kA 296 373 77 128% 7.7
EFh 719 697 -22 a7H|  -2.2
AfEt - B 89.7 294 204 3z8% 204
#® 2 T HOHR
HHREET b
BFH 2010% | 20204 | HEbNsy | HEMIEE | HEIE
5 719 697 -22 97% -2
OECD38 596 484  -112 1% -11.2
FEOECD 122 218 91|  175% 9.1
HE 19.3]  95.4|  76.1| 4043 7.8
S 44.8]  B6.B|  11.8]  126% 1.2

HIFT : # 1,2 1%, =RAF—AE 2023 ORFT—# & 0 BEHVER,

3.2 FEHNXL Co PEHiE

(1) F1E%

Co, ZHEH T 2 B RR &2 i L7-ix, Fh—
WHRRKFLAZHZEPIEB L [FEZEX (Kaya
identity) | 1%, IPCC (KUEZA BRI T 5 BUFIH
V) THREND 7 EHAMIZA STV D

Co HEHHE =
(C0y/ TAHJILF—) x (TAHJLF—/GDP) x (GDP/AO) x A0

FEZAIL, 0 Teo, oY E] 1%, A8 T=x
VR —EE YT O Co, PR, TRFIFEO =X

=, TAD 1AM ORRFEKREE], TAM ]
4oL TVND,

AN O 1EILTIRFBEKIE (carbon intensity) |
EMEE T LS 720 0= VX —2FHT 25 &

TEESERIIE] 21 % 1 5 [BFgesa ]
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TR SN D CO, DEIG ) ZRT, AKX - Al D
RIRHTAD L9 RARIR TR IR~ s L TS 2
ERAEA =R F— L HRT COp ZEN LEEH L
ROVEAERRR = R L X — (BRI R
DEIGZHLT Z LT, £l (CoHEHE) /&<
T& 5, Bz, B 1EHOSF (mxLF—) NF

ARRBET XNV — L THERESND R BIE, £
WiT¥na s,

F 2L = Rk VX —EKE (energy intensity) |
EIEIE T1 B 729 o 6DP (ENRRAERE) %/
THEXNIMBELRDLZXNX—DEIG] Thd,
BrAE RS DICHBIEDL LR, TRLF—
%% BT HRFIEED BB — A ORFTEEIC
252 & C, EillEz/ NS TE 5D,

%3 TEIL TEE 1 AH7= 0 BNEFET DRRE 2+
IMEE) C, AEEEER I OVEEIEEINEZ 2138
i+ s, 1 ANY47=0 0 GDP | %ODI Hiudik oo A\ %
DB e BN S 2T, EIENENTR > TN
ECO BT A Z LIt/ D,

FABILXIAND] Th D, [EEREY 123 /7 (UNDESA)
o TR OHEFE 2022 iR PIck B L, HARAD
1% 1986 4E (50 {8 N), 2022 4 (80 {BEN) LH#HER L,
2%8$KMMM%AK&@,%®%%2%O$iT
TS LHERF S TTWA, 1 IE, FE2HE, H
SHMANS L 2B WRY, AOAREINT 5 Z & T,
Co HEH BT X 5 = L7 b,

(2) AWK COo P & & B A CO, HEH &

F3 L0, FEEXED 2 » ETHALZKED CO,
PEHHED 45.5% % 5 TW5, ZhicA > R, av
7, BARZMZ EALS BET60% %MK 5, EAL
5HEDH G, FE, 4R, a7 O EITHEN
[, BAL 15 DENZAET G20 A X—Th D, R
196 2>[EH 15 o [E THFR K CO, HEH & D 73. 2% %
ML CWDZ LIz b, l4iw#lmzm®,
KE (183.5%), 66 (G7 X0 kEEERL, 9.4%),
DA AZ5rHE L 72 FEIR 2 &@cm%mimﬁﬁf%
%o O EFEOPEHEIZAHE L TS, KEE
GO I X MEM RO B,

RT g =7F7—7EHI X, TREERIZONT,
PESEAEIEIT 1 WRPEEDD 2 IRPEZE - 3 RPEE~BAT
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T5) ZEEEL, BEREIX LJEVWEEEZD
7-E5Z LI ARETH DN, W IXEMIZ 1T AN
DTS REBERT 20 LS, ZhERE
FWEOE L LTS, HREIT 7 v —71F, R
DEZARFRE, KPPrEE, &TirEE, &
ED4DDOFE 7 N—7NZ 0L T D, Kia T,
% Z D 4 7 )—T O ¥a % B BB O FaiE
LT L, TS v—7 ) Ik 2 0581%, F
HEXDOE SHTHD [EHR 1 ANDTBREETD
A 2B (— AH7=0» D G6DP) |12 L < £
PETEEN IS X ONHETER 23 2 513 L 0, HFH &3
M+ 21 v FEEXOBEREICAET 5,

WA, AGm Tl OECD38 L JE OECD RE[E D — 5y CT#%
BaMed CTE 72N, LIKRIE OECD38 % EiifsE & L
I OECD & H A KPR HE, K irEE, S irEEoO
3UN—TTHITBLEEED DL Z LT 5, X513,
TG 7 v — 7 RIOFR Co, JEHEDHER TH L, &
FTREIE, 2010 FEH X 0 PEH EORMEIM 23780 6
N5, @ HRETEEOPEH &% 2000 4225 2010 F0
MCEATEREZ LB Y, Zo% b EIMER 23T
WD, AR ETRE OB b & P FE 0 - 50 FREE I HE N
LTETW5, LEXY, CoPeEDEME, FH—
WZETRE, B ST ETRE, =R ETRE
DAL = Enbnotz, HEEA V FRUT
IR ETERE, 1> RIMEPIEEO S E 7eo T
W5, X613, FTE 2 L — R0 B CO, HEH & D HE
BThsd, @mATEEOFERYEHEOBDMEIN D & 5
e, mpTRE L mPETRE O REEPEH E 02
ITRAICHEE > TE TR Y, EFFAEEOHFIE-EN
RKELRoTHRKTNDZ ERXGD, RIZ, BT
[E 7 V—7 L @S E 7 v — 7 o BEEPEH & R
Clc7po7e & &, BHE Co, PR EDNHEKERIE A~ 5 %
HEBOBEEINGA a—1THDHEWH RFICIE
—TEORHEERH D EEZ D,

T HEREUT 7 — 71, HROE A ETRE (26 » [H), (K
E 61), @hiraE 64), @irEE (86) 4 SOFHE s/ L—7
A LTS, SEIERTEED 1| AdT- 0 [EERHTE OND) 12

FEE®FIE] 21 % 1 5 [IF5am ]
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FERco,FEHEE (1750-20205)
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CO2E A b+

4 R CO HEHI R (1750-2020 4F)
HiFT @ TOur World in Data] ¥ OABIT—# L 0 HEHIER,
# 3 [EHco. PEHE (2021 A7)

bR BRI

TE 32. 0% 32. 0%
K= 13. 5% 45. 5%
AR 6. 6% 52. 1%
a7 4. 9% 57. 0%
HAR 3. 2% 60. 2%
KA 1.9% 62. 1%
] 1. 7% 63. 8%
AV RRTT 1. 7% 65. 5%
il 1. 6% 67. 0%
77V 1. 2% 68. 3%
F—=A T VT 1. 2% 69. 4%
A¥x Lo 1. 1% 70. 6%
AFX YU R 1. 0% 71. 5%
AXYT 0. 9% 72. 4%
77 A 0. 8% 73. 2%
ZDfh 26. 7% 100%
HUFT © =L X — - IRPEHEH R 2024 IR & 0 AR,
ERcoEEEE (1750-20205)
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<https://blogs.worldbank.org/ja/voices/new-world-bank-group-country-
classifications-income-level-fy24> (2024 4 8 J 31 Hf&R%)
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5 FTfSF7 N —"7R FIR CO, HEH &
AT :” Our World in Data” DRARHT—& X 0 EEIER,

ZiEcoFEHE (1750-20205F)
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6 FfFZ v—"7Rl] SR Co, PEH =
HIFT : 7 Our World in Data” DABHT —# LV EHNER,

(/INFE 2)

2010 4F & 2020 2 Heig 9% &, OECD38 &R Tlix
JRA-FIOFEEDY , HE, 77 TIE 2 TV 5,
Z X, OECD38 7 /L — A28\ Tk C0, Bl D F B,
D1 2OTHDHRFNHBMENEE RG> TE D
EERRIELTWD, ZaRER TORME b HLETH
Do

4. BN
4.1 EIFERK, ER=XLVX—HEE (BH)
&R —HE (B 2HHchiey, &
JERERL (BAN—R), EIEMER BEREN—X) &
DORREHRAT 5, BET X —{HE &%, FEE
TRECACIEIERE, FER L, FEF LV THE S
NHTZRNX—DRETH D, BEHELORER,
AR Y, D ARGERT e & = )L — R
TOZRVF—HEITE ENRV, FHEHFHNIT
KIFEE (ARSI, kT, RKHT A KT, i
+ 138, KI)FEE, KGEFE - W)FE, M4
~ ARE, BEEWREND D, b, BATS
— R F — (FEAHRER BNCFERR S LT D,
EHA TR &, KJ)3E, R 713678, KIIFE,
KEGIEFE - A1 E, A A~ AIEE, FEEWI

aﬁ%n’*ﬂ%&/\bﬁf B ERER L TV %, IR &
, BNEED RN —DOFFTHI LR
“?'-én%ft)”a'JO)%é?-é% BEORIGEIET,

TERSE®FE] 21 2% 1 5 [ C]
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2021 4R, HARDBEFRMEAITZL WIEIC, RIXT A
KT3 (34.4%), kK TT (31.0%), FAEFRE= RV
—%(12.8%), K J1ZEFE (7. 5%), Ak T (7. 4%),
JR7- 71387 (6.9%) Th b, FEEHELEL 100 B %
FERMICHEAT D L, BEINDHENITHIR L
TA2. 8 L LESLNR, TNERELRE VD
(2021 4), 7%V D 57. 2% 1L =RV F —Hafh U 7o B
2, B\ IREETHE (nX) &d,

2021 4F, HRO—k=RLF—{{EEIT 14, 759
(M-toe) TH D, ZD ) BIEHITEAI N —IK
TRLF—(L 5,707 (M-toe) THY, 38.7%% 5%
e DFV, BHEHDLZOIC-RTFILF—DK
40% % A LTV D FEERHICHA S 41725, 707 (M-
toe) M5 2,442 (M-toe) OFEBEENIENEOLND,
ég_,%*%#% SEE (HEE) 1Tl ETI
TERE, BN LBEEBREL, BTl
F—iHE (FES) 132,077 (M-toe) E725, HHRD
T RV —IEE & 10, 082 (M—toe) 125 B Ec#&
TR —{EE @Eﬁ)!iZJﬁ?(M%OQ DEEG %
MEROEME TR LT —HEIZBIT 5E R &
uv>2m1$ HRDOE jﬂb@izowﬂtkbhﬂ
B &

4.2 BHTR

F41%, 1971 4ED 5 2021 4EF TOD 50 4B D Bk
TRVXF—HE (B))) OB TH D, 2021 FOE
JIiHE ElE, FE OECD AR D 60% 21 LT
W5, HEBE RO, HRSKT 5.5 %, 0ECD38

TIL 3%, FEOECD TIX 12. TfF & Ao TV B, 5%,
FEOECD NFEEA EF| LT\, RA4DOHHE, 1 > K,
A RRTUTIZERT 5 & 2010 5 2021 0 11
FET, FE @265, A8 (L7, 1 Fx
T (L) ERABITEEML TWD Z ER DD,

X 7 Ci%, OECD38 D ITHE OHME M 238k L

TS &I AD, Linl, EHEEx 3L F—KE
(IEA : International Energy Agency) 384T D

[Electricity 2024 (Analysis and forecast to
2026) | Y2 kiuE, TYLIMLOBERICE Y T—4
TS —DOBEBNHENBIIIERT D TR H 5,

EHICANTHE (AD) SREEEOEKANEIHEE
IO K Z e BRI 5 L DORIGHHY, 0ECD38 D



;!:
= Rk

A B

FENEINT D EDNRBEIND, £ 6 (XEFAERK
(BAR—R) 2F DL DOTH D, G20 [2&MNT
LI TEWVRERE 22T b HE, 1K,
4VF*V7&FHIT%5%?VT?HT,4?
R Le, RS THD EREH —R= RV
F— (BB LT, ARDABXFEASNTND D
&IN5y 7D, OECD38 Tl 26%, 3 OECD Tl 56% &
2o TW5D, sELL RS EHREROL R K IIFHE
D54%NHEDZ THLH T TI7ET, A7 %
ik 138 & KK A K F13EDE ﬁ%mim%
PLEZERER LTS, 3 BEOARKORkG %
B5, HENCE, & 14 WA » F5HE (2021 4-~2025
FYNRH Y, FHHEBARFO AR K DR ER B (FEEX
iFREFT) 1 10 & 5369 77 kW, A #&4FE (2025 4FR) 1% 13
& 6000kW 28 BAETdH 5, HIMN4Y1E 3 {5 631 5 kW T
b5 (129%HEOFHE), Z OFFEEIX, AARDKT],
KD, BT, AT ALY —% G5 L2 2%
AR 2 {8 9908 J7 kW K D Z U EFRFHH & 72> T
%o A v FBURFIE, 2023 RIS H R K T3 B AR
B 218 780 75 kW % 2032 4E ¥ TIZ 8800 7 kW & Hi%
L 2189580 7 kW IZ T DRt Z2AFK L1z (142%H D
FHED . £, A 2 FBURIXA RO E N A PE &3 &
A B A BRI 0D, A2 R T B
I, 2021 2 MERFB L OREL Y =0 X (T
724 v R 7 REWIERES 2050) 2583 L 2060 4F
FTCICH—Rr=a— "I NVEERTDEREHLT
Wb, BRTFEHRDE 2020 FEOEIFRERITA R KD
62.8%, AitkT1 2.5%, RIRTAKI)17.6% Th
V, KNIEBEBOEEIL8% THDH, —F, 1V Fx
VTHEBEOT — 2L X, ENOA R

1,340 5 kT, OIS ECTHEMTIE, A%
500 R TE 5 LHEESHTVS, TR

BERARPDY, BREREIC o Tl &kiEE
FERRK LTV T, KNBEEZL2ETDHZ
LBz, 7Y =R RKIIEEE ERT

L2 ENAEBERDND,

AROMBE L AEEDT X TR ME+T 5 L,

HESEDNER L, KE, a7, A—A KU 7, i
E, K, R4V, A RExv T Thb (2020 ),
ARERNE, FE, AR, £ KXUT, KEH, 4—
ARZVT, avTOIETHD (2023 4F),

TERSE®FE] 21 2% 1 5 [ C]
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Yimof, HE, 4R, £ R T kT35
it 32 2 &ix, TUREED) @& EEICE
AT RANLX—%F 72 N DITAREETH S
DRSS, [ EHEZOM FICHFET HbA=
INX—ZFHT DL 1L, TRTOTHEEROE
NIRWHERITH D | ITESWTHERIOITECTH D,
L2rL, 20T LX—BURE, RO
EEbET ML, ELo IR =X —
BWRNOHET L) LWHFRAIE TEETZ R L —
B EEATRLTX—EPO LD LNLZEND] L
I EREEEMEICESWEER E DR FL TE 5,
Flo, YT IET AT UOFEHFNL, RIHO

[FEOERMEDORREPSIIR D L, —RT
FNAXF—BIRPCRAT D IR FF—ORH D

B2 end, FEOZR X —EMOERIT—
TRV DF D T2 TOED, HFiRNbA®%R,
IRINOATHOERR 285 EIERLRn, ZEpTE
TUAD1IOTH D,

® 4 WMROKEME VX —HE (B)

TEREEA M
10715 | 1980% | 10%0% | 2000% | 2010% | 2oz |
EUE

#HE 377 386 sl 1087 1s38] 2077 55

OFCD38 280 211 558 718 816 839 3.0

3E0ECD 97.5 175 277 359 722| 1239 12.7

FE 982  213]  390] 891 297 652 66

4 F 4.45 77 182 316 617 104 23

¥ FZ:T 0.145]  0562) 243 681 127 246 170
HIAT - =30 — - REFHERF L 2024 IR L Y FE VR,

Y —

i 1500 OECD38

i FEOECD
1000 =E
(I —_—f v F
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HiF : %4 %77 7L LT



HAE B a3t

#£ 5 KEOERMER (2021 4F, BAX—X) {H

EEEEES ¥

) A F7
- [ O ) REEH | _ L
Ak BE |REAR| EFA A R EE
EAfb
m
=5 2,559 179 1,303 732 369 336 229
QECD38 528 a7 584 499 126 171 108
JEQECD 2,031 132 719 233 244 167 121
HE 1,389 2.8 58.4 106 112 85.2 59
A F 284 1.76 131 12.3 140 13.1 19.5
A Fa
. 50.3 3.46 11.5 - 2.12 27.4 7
T
4 Z 0.281 8.03 58.8 0.806 1.37 0.119 0.007
HHYT
_ . — 39.1 54,1 — — 0.104 —
ZEF
HIPT © =)L — - IRPEHEE I 2024 Wit & 0 B 1ERL,

£ 6 FEOEFEME (2021 4, A—R) H5
cER A F7
Br | BR |Fanz| BFh | A7 2";?1?_4 % ES
=S *’ZI
HE 45% 3% 23% 13% 6% 6% 4%
QECD38 26% 2% 28% 24% 6% 8% 5%
FEQECD 56% 4% 20% 6% T% 5% 3%
HE T7% 0% 3% 6% 6% 5% 3%
A v F 79% 0% 4% 3% 4% 4% 5%
4 Fx
. 49% 3% 11% — 2% 27% 7%
¥ T
= 0.40% 12% 85% 1.16% 1.97% 0.17% 0.01%
TovT
. — 42% 58% — — 0.11% —
ZEF
AT : 325 XY 1ERkL,
4.3 ARKNEE
(1) ffRKIIFEE DK
FTEIX LT —ZRTHDLAMH « RARHT AL, H

wen LT, 77U NETERSND OBBEAR
DRBEEZTRTWERTH D, —J7, ARiEHR
IR D 72 < IR A L TV DT AF LT WVE
WCThd, FRBUERLZORBELEZITDHI LIS
WZELHVEELLZELTRY, BAEH-YOH
ﬁ%MEiﬁwﬁ—wﬁf%%ﬂm itﬁﬁii
A A =R LR — DO T b HLER BT, AR
DO ATEAEEE 139 4F (2020 ﬁ5ﬂ€0>a+ﬁi), i (54

sﬁﬁbfﬂbﬁg%ﬁét
HIREO) 13 T (—

(PR &N D Co PRt RO (=4

Mer) - EOH  RERHT A (LNG) =10 :
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), RRAA (494) Lip-oTERY, hofbaiTx
NFX—=D2.5FU ETHL, ZRHDORATIZED TR
— 22— NER) (—EEDOBEN & LZEMIE= A b
TOKAHZEDTELHE) L LTGHESNTWD,
=170, ARKDIFEEIL CO HEHENRKE WL )
B d 5, ARXKIFEEL, CO.HEEZER, b
L<ITKIEICHIR CE I KREF A BE T TH
HEERD,

(2) FRKIID CO, BT
F 72 CO, HIRAAT 2 FE PR3 %
O 8 » B fE K T % E
power generation : USC)
ENERE S AO—FET, HEDFEIL41%~43%
FREE, AREBRBESE CTRAETIHELAEZMALT,
WHEY AR - SETHRET LN THD, B
RPENDO T, HERITHATOEOBEME & TR
te7= 8, COHEHBEDOHIEAHFFTE 5, HATIE
TIRKITTRE SN T DRI BN RA K kﬁ
H O(EEE 1%L L) LV BEEINLTND
X8 kv, $®2m4$#%2M6$@Iw%@
[kWh 72V @ CO, F&/E &) DOl (804g/kWh) % K[EH
(925 g/kWh), E (921 g/kWh), A > F (983 g/kWh)
CHHL, FEORYHEEERHE, KE
(1512.7TWh),q:||(4155.3TWh),/r,/}~(1038.0TWh)
Z T Cop M2 3R L7z, #ESRIE, 8.55 (& b
OB RN D D, ZOEIE, BHAREED Co, HEH
& (2021 %) 9.98 & k> 85. T%IZHHY T 5,

(Ultra—supercritical

B, FE,

COz-intensity

Table 32 CO-intensity coal-fired power (g/kWh

Average

Australia 998
930
920
907

1,048
798
907

858

994
922
879
895
985
795
906
877

993
910
871
897
917
819
902
850

995
921
890
900
983
804
905
862

China

France

Germany

India

Japan

South Korea

Nordic countries

United Kingdom
+ Ireland

United States

865 875 894 878

921 923 931 925

75:55 Thd,
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5

3 “Our World in Data” is a project of the Global Change Data Lab, a
non-profit organization based in the United Kingdom (Registered Charity
Number 1186433).

<https://ourworldindata-
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9 “Electricity 2024(Analysis and forecast to 2026)”
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Strengthening Community Resilience through District Disaster Prevention

Plans
—Proposal of Evaluation Methods and Practical Approaches—

BONO Toyohiko

Kansai Institute of Information Systems

This study examines the impact of district disaster prevention plans on community resilience. Introduced
to address specific regional risks, district disaster prevention plans are designed to be developed and
implemented by local residents. The research evaluates how these plans strengthen community resilience

and proposes specific utilization methods. The evaluation employs indicators such as robustness,
redundancy, resourcefulness, and rapidity, offering recommendations for improving evaluation processes
and policy. Future prospects include refining evaluation methods, leveraging digital technologies, enhancing

international collaboration, and contributing to sustainable community development.
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Analysis of and Discussion on the Slowdown in the Number of

Facilities Implementing a Designated Manager System
—Based on the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications’ survey on the implementation of
the designated manager system —

YOSHIZAWA Yukio
Japanese Society for Global Social and Cultural Studies

The designated manager system was introduced in 2003. However, the number of facilities implementing
this system has not increased steadily since 2015. To begin with, the implementation of the designated
manager system requires privatizing the management and operation of public facilities based on the
principles of the New Public Management. As of the latest survey in 2021, the number of joint-stock
companies serving as designated managers has been gradually increasing; therefore, we can say that
privatization is in progress. On the other hand, there has also been a slight rise in the number of facilities
discontinuing the use of the designated manager system. Reasons for discontinuation include suspension
or closure of the facility or transfer to the private sector, and, notably, a lack of applications from public
sector entities has doubled in the 2021 survey compared to the 2018 survey. This trend may help explain
the slowdown in the adoption of the designated manager system.
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Trends and Issues in Japanese Research on Mothers' Childcare Networks

MORIKOSHI Mika

Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Regional Development and Creativity, Utsunomiya University
Midwifery Division, International University of Health and Welfare Graduate School

In Japan, there is a growing concern about the isolation of mothers in child-rearing due to the declining
birthrate, the increasing prevalence of nuclear families, and the weakening of ties with local communities.
In response, | aimed to identify issues in childcare support by reviewing previous research on mothers’
childcare networks and deriving suggestions for future studies. | conducted a literature search using CiNii
and the Web-based version of the Central Medical Journal. A total of 175 pieces of literature related to
child-rearing networks, published between 1989 to 2022, were analyzed. Among them, 106 original
research papers were classified based on their content, using titles and abstracts as references.

These papers were grouped into six categories: [The Reality of Childcare Networks], [The Effects of
Childcare Networks], [Supporters of Childcare Networks], [The Place of Childcare Networks], [Formation of
Childcare Networks], and [Socialization of Childcare].

The effects of Childcare Networks are believed to include maintaining mothers’ well-being and supporting
their personal development. Research focusing on supporters of child-rearing networks highlights the need
for inter-professional collaboration, given the involvement of a diverse range of individuals. Additionally, the
“place” of mothers' networks is evolving alongside social changes, indicating a need for research that
incorporates the Internet environment. Furthermore, greater attention should be given to mothers' active
connections, often conceptualized as social capital.
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I. Introduction

This study aims to reexamine the colloquial nature and
the “three-block structure” of award-winning English
pair presentations proposed by Shimizu (2023). In that
study, three manuscripts were sampled, which had been
awarded as the top three winners at a national level
English pair presentation contest sponsored by a private
university in Kyoto, Japan. The current study will sample
one more pair-presentation manuscript, which was also
awarded as the grand champion at the same competition.
This additional reexamination will explore the validity of
the colloquial nature between two speakers and the
three-block

presentations.

significant structure in English pair
English solo presentations are frequently practiced in
classrooms, aiming to enable students to acquire

comprehensive knowledge and practical skills of public

64

speaking with visual aids, which are, in many cases,
PowerPoint slides. To support these needs, various types
of presentation coursebooks are available. However,
Shimizu (2023) claimed that well-selling presentation
guidebooks, such as Reynolds (2019) and LeBeau (2022),
do not discuss guidelines for English pair presentations.
This status quo was the impetus for the original study in
order to discover unique characteristics in English pair
presentations. The findings were expected to help
students boost their pair presentation skills in English.
One of the highlights of the previous study was the
colloquial nature suggested by the linguistic statistics of
the three manuscripts (Shimizu, 2023, p. 73). The
statistics  demonstrated that award-winning pair
presentations applied shorter sentences with frequent
turn-taking compared to those of award-winning solo
speeches studied by Shimizu (2020). This colloquial
reminded pair of the crucial

nature presenters
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Table 1 Component of Additional and Existing Texts

Text Label Presentation Title

Main Topic(s)

]

2024 45 12 A 24 HFAT

sample available, this additional study

will attempt to propose a more objective

1st2 First prize (2023)
1(2)-A (Speaker A)
1(2)-B (Speaker B)

"Osusowake: The Complex
Exchange of Goodwiill"

definition of the three-block structure.

Osusowake (Traditional gift
exchange with neighbors)

This study will reconfirm whether the

unique three-block structure and the

colloquial nature are still valid throughout

the four award-winning English pair
presentations.

This paper consists of five sections.

Following the introduction, Section 2 will

1st First prize (2021
1A Irst prize ( ) "Totonoeru: The Organizing Totonoeru (Organizing

-A (Speaker A) Beauty of Japan" traditions in Japanese culture)
1-B (Speaker B)
2nd Second prize (2018) Yakatabune (a traditional
2-A (Speaker A) "Banquet on the River" banquet boat) and kawadoko
2-B (Speaker B) (a river-bed style restaurant)
3rd Third prize (2022) ) . .

"Hide-and-Seek in Tsutsumu (Wrapping

3-A  (Speaker A) Beautiful Wrappings” traditions in Japanese culture)
3-B (Speaker B)

overview the major findings in the

understanding that pair presentations should not be made
by mechanical turn taking — such as changing the
speaker for every paragraph — but by genuine
conversations between the two speakers that will
continuously highlight the smooth flow of their unique
storytelling.

Another essential highlight, and possibly a most
controversial proposal, in the previous study was the
discovery of a three-block structure in award-winning
pair presentations, which consists of i (Ki: opening),
fs (Ten: ft (Ketsu:
(Shimizu, 2023, p. 76). This proposal opposed the
ideal four-block

composition, commonly known as #Z-7-#5-fE, or Ki

turning), finalizing) blocks

traditional, structure in Japanese
(opening), Shou (developing), Ten (turning), and Ketsu
(finalizing). It also contradicted the general instruction
for English learners that emphasizes the non-necessity of
the block #z (7en: turning) in English solo presentation
making (Fujio, 2016, p. 24; Kameda & Shimizu, 2014, p.
23).

Shimizu (2023) discovered this three-block structure
in award-winning pair presentations by observing the
line graphs, which recorded the chronological variations
of the disparities in the numbers of words spoken by two
speakers. Nevertheless, the definition of the three-block
structure in the original study was derived from a simple
visual observation, which was not fully supported by
numerical proof that can clearly identify the location of

each block. Given the opportunity to have a fourth
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previous study by Shimizu (2023). In
Section 3, the additional fourth sample will be analyzed,
and the results will be displayed with those found in the
previous study. Section 4 will discuss the results and
propose new definitions of the three-block structure. In
conclusion, the significant findings of this research will
be summarized, and the points for further consideration
will be touched upon in Section 5.

II. Review: Original Research in 2023

The original research (Shimizu, 2023) was designed to
discover unique characteristic features in award-winning
pair presentations. Its general procedure included (1)
collection of research materials, (2) linguistic statistical
analysis, and (3) time series analysis. To highlight the
unique linguistic features in pair presentations, the
original study in 2023 applied the comparative approach
by referring to the study on excellent solo speeches in
English conducted by Shimizu (2020). In this section,
the characteristic highlights of the findings of the

original study will be summarized.

2.1 Collection of Research Materials

Three manuscripts of award-winning pair presentations
were collected for analysis. They were awarded the first,
second, and third prize winners at a national-level pair
presentation competition: The Annual Morita Cup & The
Mainichi Cup Pair Presentation Contest on Japanese

Culture. This contest was sponsored by the Department
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Table 2 Linguistic Statistics: All Texts and Speaking Sessions

# Presentation Texts: (Total) 1st2 1(2)-A 1(2)-B 1st 1-A 1-B 2nd 2-A 2B 3rd 3-A 3B

1 tokens (running words) 4,764 1,126 628 498 1,477 434 743 1,226 678 548 1,235 523 712
2 tokens used for word list 4,754 1,123 625 498 1,177 434 743 1,223 675 548 1,231 521 710
3 numbers (#) removed 10 3 3 3 3 4 2 2
4 types (distinct words) 1005 355 257 216 337 199 260 458 331 265 403 246 298
5 type/token ratio (TTR) 2114 31.61 4112 4337 28.63 4585 3499 3745 49.04 4836 32.74 4722 4197
6 standardised TTR 70.54 70.45 71 745 65.64 6825 66.86 72.83 73.33 734 7283 724 7486
7 standardised TTR std.dev. (SD) 28.87 2472 2397 21.01 30.86 2597 281 23.61 2193 21.17 247 2267 2236
8 standardised TTR basis 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
9 mean word length (in characters)  4.54 449 448 450 431 436 428 485 486 484 449 458 443
10 word length std.dev. (SD) 2.49 249 254 242 233 239 23 268 272 262 242 243 242
11 sentences 574 161 86 75 129 55 74 135 64 7 149 61 88
12 mean (in words) 8.28 6.98 7.27 6.64 912 7.89 10.04 9.06 10.55 7.72 8.26 854 8.07
13 std.dev. (SD) 6.61 546 575 5.11 6.4 59 664 7.02 818 551 733 7.74 7.06
14 1-letter words 208 59 41 18 42 14 28 44 21 23 63 26 37
15 2-letter words 846 196 106 90 257 90 167 196 117 79 197 74 123
16 3-letter words 917 219 119 100 227 88 139 232 127 105 239 104 135
17 4-letter words 898 202 116 86 222 86 136 203 108 95 271 114 157
18 5-letter words 529 145 76 69 126 46 80 140 77 63 118 47 al
19 6-letter words 378 81 42 39 93 30 63 104 60 44 100 50 50
20 7-letter words 290 62 36 26 4l 27 44 96 56 40 61 28 33
21 8-letter words 222 43 21 22 M 11 30 67 29 38 7 31 40
22 9-letter words 251 78 46 32 58 26 32 43 25 18 72 31 41
23 10-letter words 134 25 15 10 30 9 21 57 31 26 22 8 14
24 11-letter words 54 5 4 1 8 5 3 28 16 12 13 5 8
25 12-letter words 22 4 2 2 1 1 10 6 4 7 5 2
26 13-letter words 9 5 3 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1
27 14-letter words 2 1 1 1 1
28 15-letter words 4 1 1 3 3
29 dispersion of periods (.) - 0908 0.897 0923 0.932 0.889 0.932 0.897 0.845 0.844 0.895 0.819 0.889
30 speaking sessions 262 64 32 32 63 32 31 66 33 33 69 35 34
31 sentences per session 2.19 252 269 234 205 172 239 205 194 215 216 174 259
32 running words per session 18.18 17.59 19.63 1556 18.68 13.56 23.97 18.58 20.55 16.61 17.90 14.94 20.94
33 share of running words (%) 100% 100% 55.8% 44.2% 100% 36.9% 63.1% 100% 55.3% 44.7% 100% 42.3% 57.7%

of British and American Studies at Kyoto University of
Foreign Studies in Kyoto, Japan. The Agency for
Cultural Affairs of Japan, the City of Kyoto, and The
Mainichi Newspapers also supported the contest. These
three manuscripts were chosen for the analysis as they
were extremely excellent examples for studying
characteristic features in good pair presentations. The
collection is listed in Table 1. Each pair presentation is
ten-minutes long. Text 1st won the grand champion in
2021 in the contest. Text 2nd won the second place in
2018. Text 3rd won the third place in 2022. The text
label with A or B is the independent text for either

Speaker A or B for each pair presentation.

2.2 Linguistic Statistical Analysis
These six texts — Text 1st, 1-A, 1-B, 2nd, 2-A, 2-B, 3rd,
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3-A, and 3-B — were set on WordSmith Tools (Scott,
2008) to gain linguistic statistics. The numerical data
obtained are shown in Lines 1-28 in Table 2. The data
in Line 29 was gained using the Plot feature on
WordSmith Tools. The numerical data in Lines 30-33 are
the results of calculations based on the speaking sessions
by each speaker. Referring to the results, Shimizu (2023)
discussed the colloquial nature in pair presentation
manuscripts in English.

The average WPM (Word Per Minute) of the original
three texts was 121.2 (Shimizu, 2023, p. 73). This value
than 111, the WPM  of
award-winning solo speeches studied by Shimizu (2020,
p- 47). Also, the average WPS (Word Per Sentence) of

the original three texts was 8.79. This was far lower than

was higher average

13, the average WPS of award-winning solo speeches
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(Shimizu, 2020, p. 48). A higher WPM and lower WPS

together indicated a natural, conversational style.
According to Line 31 in Table 2, one speaking session of
the original three texts contained only 2.09 sentences on
average’, highlighting the frequent turn-taking between
two presenters. These statistics suggested that a good
pair presentation must have a form of natural
and this

presentation is considered vital to make the performance

conversation, “colloquial nature of pair

genuine and effective” (Shimizu, 2023, p. 73).
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2.3 Time Series Analysis
The

timeline-based trends in each pair presentation. Each

second analysis investigated chronological
presentation text was transcribed into a Microsoft Excel
worksheet, which included the number of words spoken
in each speaking session and the disparity values that
indicated the difference in the numbers of words between
one speaking session and its preceding one. An example
of a dialogue sheet can be found in Table 3. Reflecting
the Disparity values in the dialogue sheets, chronological
line graphs were drawn to examine the chronological

variations and trends in disparity values visually. Figures

Trigger

41424344

-40

-60

-80

Moderate Period

Figure 1 Chronological Trends in Disparity: Text 1st (Speakers 1 A & B) *Quoted from Shimizu (2023, p. 72)
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Figure 2 Chronological Trends in Disparity: Text 2nd (Speakers 2 A & B) *Quoted from Shimizu (2023, p. 72)
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Figure 3 Chronological Trends in Disparity: Text 3rd (Speakers 3 A & B) *Quoted from Shimizu (2023, p. 72)
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1, 2, and 3 are the quoted line graphs from the original
research (Shimizu, 2023, p. 72).

Through the investigation of the chronological
variations depicted in the corresponding line graphs,
Shimizu (2023) proposed that there was a three-block
structure in each pair presentation (pp. 75-76). As seen in
Figures 1, 2, and 3, the middle blocks were generally
sandwiched between the neighboring blocks, which had
relatively higher fluctuations, and it was called the
“Moderate Period.” Also, in the middle part of the
moderate period, a medium-sized peak, called “Trigger,”
was found as a symbolic sign of a topic turn in the pair
presentations. Shimizu (2023) explained, “These triggers
all appeared in the middle part of the presentations,
proposing a new facet of the topic discussed” (p. 75).

Finally, the original study in 2023 concluded that
three-block
presentations, which consisted of £ (Ki: opening), #x

there were structures in good pair
(Ten: turning), and #% (Ketsu: finalizing). It was a
challenging proposal because presentations in English
had been traditionally instructed to create three-block
structures, which consisted of #Z (Ki: opening), 7K
(Shou: developing), and #% (Ketsu: finalizing). The
newly proposed AC-#5-#% (Ki-Ten-Ketsu) structure was
also different from the authentic four-block structure in
Japanese compositions: L - 7K - #5 - & (Ki-Sho-Ten-
Ketsu) that incorporates opening, developing, turning,
and finalizing.

III. Follow-Up Study: Additional Research in 2024

3.1 Research Questions
In the current study, additional research will be
conducted by adding one more award-winning sample
text to reexamine the findings and proposals in the
original study (Shimizu, 2023). This follow-up study will
focus primarily on the following two research questions

based on the significant findings in the original study.

(1) Is the colloquial nature of English pair

presentation still valid?

TERESE®RFze] 21 & 1 B [#F5cH
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(2) Is the three-block #L-fi5-f (Ki-Ten-Ketsu)

structure also found in the additional sample?

An identical research procedure will be employed to
complete the necessary analyses for this study to make a

fair comparison possible.

3.2 Additional Research Material

The additional fourth text® is also an award-winning pair
presentation that was awarded the first prize at the same
English pair presentation contest held at Kyoto
University of Foreign Studies in December of 2023%.
The text is labeled “1st2” for analysis, and its profile is
listed in Table 1. This pair presentation discussed the
Japanese gift-giving tradition among neighbors called
“Osusowake.” The entire manuscript is available for

reference in Table 3.

3.3 Linguistic Statistics Analysis
To conduct the linguistic statistics analysis using
WordSmith Tools (Scott, 2008), three text files were
prepared: Text 1st2, Text 1st(2)-A, and Text 1st(2)-B.
Text 1st2 contains all words in the manuscript. Texts
Ist(2)-A and 1st(2)-B are of each independent speaker
within the pair. The statistical results are organized in
Table 2, which also displays the data acquired in the
original study in 2023 for a referential purpose. The
“Total” column on the left in Table 2 reflects the
numerical values of the four entire manuscripts: Texts
1st2, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.

As explained in Section 2.2, Line 29 was gained
The

numerical data in Lines 30-33 were transcribed from the

using the Plot feature on WordSmith Tools.

calculation in Table 3, a complete dialogue sheet, which

will be explained in the following section.

(continued to Section 3.4)
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3.4 Time Series Analysis

To gain the chronological variation of the “Disparity”
values (Section 2.3) in the additional text, a dialog sheet
for Text 1st2 is prepared for the time series analysis.
Table 3 displays the complete set of chronological
speaking sessions between speakers A & B and the
numerical sets of “Words” and “Disparity.” As this table
contains an entire list of words spoken in the pair
presentation, any speaking session(s) can be referred to
when necessary in the following analyses. Figure 4
displays the chronological visual variations of the
disparity values for this follow-up study. Figures 5, 6,
and 7 are the same line graphs as Figures 1, 2, and 3, but
with additional, revised notes newly edited in each

graph.

IV. Discussion

4.1 Colloquial Nature

As reviewed in Section 2.2, the colloquial nature of
English pair presentations is a unique quality that can
differentiate pair presentations from solo presentations.
This section will examine the newly obtained statistics to
verify the colloquial nature of the additional pair
presentation manuscripts. According to the linguistic
statistics in Table 2, Text 1st2 appears to demonstrate
similar overall characteristics compared with the original
results for Texts 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.

The WPM (Words Per Minute: 1/10 of “tokens”® in
Line 1, Table 2) for Text 1st2 is 112.6. This value was
also higher than 111, an average WPM of award-winning
solo speeches as analyzed by Shimizu (2020, p. 47). The
WPS (Words Per Sentence: “mean in words” in Line 12,
Table 2) is 6.98. This is much lower than 13, the average
WPS of award-winning solo speeches (Shimizu, 2020, p.
48). Text 1st2 has only 2.52 (Line 31, Table 2) sentences
per speaking session. Each session contains 17.59 (Line
32, Table 2) words on average, which is the lowest value
among the four texts analyzed. Text 1st2 has 64 speaking
sessions (Line 30, Table 2) in ten minutes, corresponding

to 32 speaking sessions for each speaker. The number of
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64 speaking sessions can be considered normal or similar
compared to those in the original study for Text 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd. These statistical elements above, without any
exception, all support the premise that the additional
fourth sample (Text 1st2) also demonstrates the unique
colloquial nature of pair presentations.

One characteristic finding in the linguistic statistics is
a WPS value of 6.98, the lowest value among all the
texts. 6.98 is almost half the number of 13, the average
WPS for solo speeches (Shimizu, 2020, p. 48). Also, this
WPS of 6.98 is realized with the lowest standard
deviation of 5.46 (SD, Line 13, Table 2) among the four
texts examined. This fact can be interpreted that the two
presenters  continuously used shorter sentences
throughout the pair presentation. At the same time, the
running words per session (Line 32, Table 2) of 17.59 is
also the lowest among the four texts examined. These
lowest values in the statistics indicate that the two
presenters of this pair presentation, properly and
practically, take quick and frequent turns between
speakers, ultimately establishing a highly colloquial,
genuine conversational style throughout their pair

presentation. Using shorter sentences is often
recommended to make the presentation easier to
understand (Ito, 2017, pp. 57-58; Kameda & Shimizu,
2014, pp. 4-5). In that regard, the statistical fact
regarding the lower WPS in this study reminds all
presenters of the importance of demonstrating a simple,
easy-to-understand, conversational performance to the
audience when making a pair presentation in English on
stage.

From a qualitative point of view, a higher STTR
(Standardized Type/Token Ratio) is generally considered
a reflection of a rich use of vocabulary in a text. The
STTR of Text 1st2 is 70.45 (Line 6, Table 2). This is still
above 70, the average STTR of award-winning solo
speeches (Shimizu, 2020, p. 48). It is inspiring to assume
that the fourth sample demonstrated the natural flow of
conversation between two presenters while maintaining
the rich use of vocabulary throughout the text,

successfully leaving an impression of a quality pair
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presentation in the audience’s minds. proposed the three-block structure that consisted of #t

(Ki: opening), #5 (Ten: turning), and #& (Ketsu:

4.2 Three-Block Structure finalizing). This original proposal in 2023 came from the
As summarized in Section 2.3, the original study visual and statistical time series analysis based on the
Trigger
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Figure 4 Chronological Trends in Disparity: Text 1st2 (Additional Fourth Sample)
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Figure 5 Chronological Trends in Disparity: Text 1st (with new notes) *Original data quoted from Shimizu (2023, p. 72)
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three line graphs in Figures 1, 2, and 3. Each line graph
visually demonstrated the three-block
showing the “Moderate Period” (Shimizu, 2023, p. 75) in

the middle. However, Figure 4, a chronological line

structures,

graph for the additional fourth sample (Text 1st2), does
not appear to demonstrate such a clear three-block
structure from a visual standpoint. This section will
investigate the background of this discrepancy while
reexamining the validity of the three-block iz -#ir-#¥
(Ki-Ten-Ketsu) structures in English pair presentations.
At a glance, it may seem difficult to visually sense
the three-block structure in Figure 4 since there is no
of the Moderate Period.

Nevertheless, when observed closely, the chronological

significant appearance
trends of the up-and-down movements vary as time
passes. Specifically, in Sessions #1-#29, sharp and
frequent ups and downs are recorded, creating a visually
dense impression in the “Opening Period” in Figure 4.
After Session #30, where the “Turning Period” begins,
the chronological movement of the line becomes
relatively milder with less frequency of ups and downs,
leaving a relatively sparse visual toward the end.
Especially between Sessions #30 and #40, the two
highest negative peaks in Figure 4, continuous positive
elevation is observed over Sessions #34, #35, and #36.
This unique shape of sustained elevation can be
statistically interpreted that two speakers are adding
more and more information about a specific topic,
eventually making a topic turn in the Turning Period. As
shown in Figure 4, the Turning Period in the middle is
relatively short, compared with those in the original
study (Figures 5, 6, and 7). Also, the Turning Period in
the middle of Figure 4 is sandwiched by two distinct
highest peaks, creating a unique visual impression on the
timeline. After Session #40 with the highest peak, where
the “Finalizing Period” begins, the slower movement of
ups and downs becomes even weaker as it goes through
the Finalizing Period. As explained, it is a reasonable
assumption that the three-block structure for this
additional fourth sample (Text 1st2) is realized by the

Opening Period, Turning Period, and Finalizing Period.
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The corresponding content on the specific spots in
Table 3 will be referred to in order to examine this
assumption. In Session #30, where the Turning Period
begins, Speaker B announces, “Welcome back to
Osusowake Theater, everyone! Now, let’s see what
happened to Madam Akari last week.” This session is a
definite cue to make an apparent topic turn in the
timeline. Also, in Session #40, Speaker B shouts out,
“That’s life,” leaving a clear termination of what they
have discussed up to that point. This session also works
as a signpost leading to the conclusion of this pair
In fact,
introduces a new phase in the story, saying, “Ah! Madam
Akari!

[supermarket]! How are you doing?” After this session,

presentation. in Session #42, Speaker B

Nice to see you again at Super Tamade

the two speakers begin to recall and reflect on what
happened in the previous week and attempt to

demonstrate the core idea of Osusowake in their

presentation. Based on these examinations, it is
discovered that the additional fourth sample also
demonstrates the same three-block, ACZ-#i-# (Ki-Ten-
Ketsu), structure, although it does not clearly show the
Moderate Period in the middle.

One more investigation should be carried out for the
“Trigger.” A Trigger is a cue to unveil a vital message
that generates a topic turn, which is expected to appear in
the middle of the second block (#i5: Ten) (Shimizu, 2023,
p- 75), as found in Figures 1, 2, and 3. Similarly, in the
middle of the Turning Period (#z: Ten) in Table 4, the
highest peak, which appears to be a Trigger, is observed
at Session #34. At the specific session, Speaker B says,
“Too bad! Osusowake does not always hit the spot of the
recipient. It can even bother the neighbor. Madam Akari
decided to eat consecutive Onabe stew for a whole
week!” This session clearly explains the most crucial
concept in their presentation; Osusowake does not
always make people happy. This Trigger is an evident
cue that elevates the discussion to the next level while
As

suggested in the original study in 2023, the Trigger in the

signposting a new direction to the audience.

additional fourth sample (Text 1st2) also played an
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Table 4 Verification of the Statistical Definition: Identifying Locations of Periods and Triggers

Text (Sessions to be disregarded) 2) Turning Period 3) Finalizing Peiod 4) Trigger

13 each
1st2  (#64 x20% =12.8) Begins at Session #30(-28)
(Fig.4) #01-#13 (opening) * Session #5(+26) is not the highest.

#52-#64 (closing) highest.

Found at Session #34(+19)

Begins at Session #40(-31)  * Session #30(-28) is in the first 10% of
* Session #55(+24) is notthe the begenning part within the Turning

Period and, therefore, is disregarded.
Also, Session #37(-18) is not the highest.

Begins at Session #23(-35)
13 each * Sessions #02(+46), #03(-40), and

1st (#63 x20% =12.6) #10(+37) are in the first 20% of the Begins at Session #49(-79)
(Fig.5) #01-#13 (opening) biginning part and, therefore, are * No disregarded peaks

#51-#63 (closing)  disregarded. Also, Session #22(+32)
is not the highest.

Found at Session #31(-27)

* Sessions #23(-35), #46(+29), #47(-33),
and #48(+76) are in the first/last 10% of
the beginning/ending part within the
Turning Period and, therefore, are
disregarded. Also, Session #32(+25) is
not the highest.

Found at Session #38(+34)

13 each * Session #28(-95) is in the first 10% of
2nd  (#66 x20% =13.2) Begins at Session #28(-95) Begins at Session #50(+42) the begenning part within the Turning
(Fig.6) #01-#13 (opening) * No disregarded peaks * No disregarded peaks Period and, therefore, is disregarded.
#57-#69 (closing) Also, Session #46(+33) is notthe
highest.
Begins at Session #41(-48)
* Sessions #40(+48) and Found at Session #31(-30)

14 each
3rd (#69 x20% =13.8) Begins at Session #22(+63)
(Fig.7) #01-#14 (opening) * No disregarded peaks
#56-#69 (closing)

the highest.

#41(-48) are the highestwith  * Sessions #22(+63) and #40(+48) are in
the same value, and the one  the first/last 10% of the beginning/ending
appearing later is chosen. part within the Turning Period and,

Also, Session #52(+47) is not  therefore, are disregarded.

essential part in raising a new perspective, “proposing a

new facet of the topic discussed” (Shimizu, 2023, p. 75).

4.3 Statistical Definitions of Three Periods
Based on the findings in this study, the three blocks

* Note that the highest peak(s), appearing in the
first 20% from the opening, must be disregarded,
as it is considerably too early for a Turning Period
to begin from a practical and chronological

perspective.

found in pair presentations, which eventually establish 3) Finalizing Period begins at the highest positive/

the three-block #C-#5-# (Ki-Ten-Ketsu) structure, are
now identified with new terms — Opening Period,
Turning Period, and Finalizing Period — as noted in
Figure 4. The specific starting and ending locations of
these three periods and the Trigger spot are now defined

as follows.

1) Opening Period begins at the first session until
the following Turning Period starts.

2) Turning Period begins at the highest positive/

negative peak in the second half of the text. If two
or more of the highest peaks are observed at the
same value, the one that appears later will be
selected.

* Note that the highest peak(s), appearing in the
last 20% from the ending, must be disregarded, as
it is considerably too late for a Finalizing Period to
begin from a practical and chronological

perspective.

4) Trigger appears at the session with the highest

negative peak in the first half part of the text. If
two or more of the highest peaks are observed at
the same value, the one that appears first will be

selected.

73

positive/negative peak within the Turning Period.
* Note that the highest peak(s), appearing in the
first/last 10% within the Turning Period, must be

disregarded, as it is considerably too early/late
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from a practical and chronological perspective.

In Figure 4 (Text 1st2), Figure 5 (Text 1st), Figure 6
(Text 2nd), and Figure 7 (Text 3rd), the specific locations
of these three periods and Triggers are additionally
indicated. The applicability and validity of these new
definitions are verified as summarized in Table 4. As the
Opening Periods always begin at Section #01, a column
for “1) Opening Period” is omitted from the heading of
the table.

As seen in Figures 4, 5, 6, and 7, the new definitions
successfully identify each element in the three-block
structure regarding the four samples analyzed: Text 1st2,
Ist, 2nd, and 3rd. This demonstrates the applicability of
the new definitions proposed in this study. As they are
based on the numerical values in the linguistic statistics,
the new definitions will enhance their subjective
reliability compared with those of the original proposed
by the visual-based observation by Shimizu (2023). The
new definitions are expected to provide more scientific
clues to identify the three-block i -#z5-ff (Ki-Ten-
Ketsu) structures that will facilitate further applications

of the research in this field.

V. Conclusion

The additional investigations into the nature of English
pair presentations will now answer the research

questions raised in Section 3.1.

Research Question 1: s the colloquial nature of English
pair presentation still valid?

Answer: Yes, it is. All related linguistic statistics
supported the unique characteristics of the colloquial
nature in English pair presentations. More specifically,
fewer words with fewer sentences in each speaking
session and the frequent turn-taking between two
speakers are common trends among all the four pair

presentations examined in this study.

Research Question 2: Is the three-block #C-#ix-## (Ki-
Ten-Ketsu) structure also found in the additional sample?

Answer: Yes, it is, but in a different way. Unlike the
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original study in 2023, the additional fourth sample (Text
Ist2) did not show a distinct Moderate Period in the
middle of the chronological line graph. Nevertheless, a
closer investigation into the graph, which reflects the
chronological variations of the “Disparity” values” in
Table 3, helped propose more precise definitions of the
three blocks: Opening Period, Turning Period, and

Finalizing Period.

This study, which has analyzed one more sample,
reinforced the proposals made in the original study
(Shimizu, 2023). The colloquial nature was entirely
supported, and the three-block structure was also
reconfirmed with a more statistical approach. In addition,
new definitions were developed to identify the specific
locations and running length of these three blocks. The
definitions can also pinpoint the specific session that
supposedly work as Triggers, which appear in the middle
of the Turning Period.

These findings can be applied to actual classroom
instructions. The essential colloquial nature can be
realized by making sentences short and applying
frequent turn-taking between two presenters. The solid
three-block structure can be verified by analyzing the
disparity values following the new definitions as
demonstrated in this study. In other words, suppose an
instructor wishes to verify whether or not their students’
manuscripts correctly apply the three-block structure. In
that case, the three-block structure can be verified by
employing a spreadsheet application for calculation.

Most importantly, as stated in the original study, any
classroom instruction must appreciate the fundamental
philosophy that an English pair presentation is a form of
storytelling performed by two speakers. That is why pair
presentations must always be colloquial and have an
apparent topic turn in the middle to entertain the
audience and hold their attention throughout the
presentation. As Ohmi (1996, p. 246) once cautioned,
making presentations should not be a meaningless,
simple speaking task in classrooms. To make it a more
fulfilling learning all and

experience, presenters
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instructors should understand that powerful pair
presentations are built on maintaining a colloquial nature
and utilizing the unique three-block structure.

Further research  should include extensive
investigation of the validity of the three-block structure
and the new definitions proposed in this study. By
exploring more samples of excellent pair presentations,
the definitions will be refined to support the importance
of topic turn in the middle part of the pair presentations.
A comparative approach with non-winning pair
presentations will also effectively highlight the
differences between good pair presentations and others.
When scientific approaches and practical learning are
fused in a classroom, the audience will enjoy more
inspiring and less tiresome pair presentations in the
future. Understanding the clear difference between pair
and solo presentations is always the first step to making

a striking, award-winning impact on stage.

Notes

1) Table 1 also includes the information about the
additional fourth text (Text 1st2) for reference

convenience.

2) Table 2 also includes the statistics for the additional
fourth text (Text 1st2) for reference convenience.
Therefore, the “Total” column on the left reflects the
values of all four texts: Texts 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 1st2.

3) 2.09is an average of the three values in each text: 2.05
(Text 1st), 2.05 (Text 2nd), and 2.16 (Text 3rd).

4) The additional pair presentation was sampled and
studied under the prior consent of the two contestants,
who graduated from Mukogawa Women’s University

in Hyogo, Japan.

5) The 18th English Pair Presentation Contest on
Japanese Culture: General information regarding the
latest 18th contest in 2024 is available at https:/www.
kufs.ac.jp/news/detail.htm]1?id=CNmeYHnW

6) The pair presentation is ten-minutes long, and,
therefore, 1/10 of “tokens (running words)” (Line 1,

Table 2) makes a corresponding WPM value.

7) Disparity values indicate the difference in the numbers
of words between one speaking session and its

preceding one (cf. Section 2.3).
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I Introduction

In early 2020, the outbreak of the novel coronavirus
escalated into a global pandemic, profoundly transforming
lifestyles, work practices, and approaches to learning. This
paper focuses on the significant shifts observed in
interpersonal relationships during this period. Measures
such as infection prevention protocols and social
distancing led to an increased reliance on indirect
communication methods, including video conferencing,
text-based dialogues through social media, and the
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emergence of online social gatherings, commonly known
as ‘online drinking parties’. It can be argued that, during
this unprecedented global crisis, people worldwide were
compelled to develop and navigate new dynamics in
human relationships through virtual communication
channels.

This study focuses on “sake”, an indulgence that is an
integral part of Japanese culture, often served during
seasonal celebrations and festive occasions known as
"Celebration Day” which foster camaraderie, build trust,
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and create a sense of unity among participants. Sake also
functions as a communication tool in daily life. The
research aims to elucidate how Japanese people perceived
the act of “sharing sake” with others and how they
integrated this practice during the pandemic.

On the other hand, the research site of this study, Iran
is a major Shiite nation where, since the outbreak of the
Islamic Revolution in 1979, Islamic doctrine has formed
the foundation of the country's governance, which
continues to this day. Due to religious teachings that
strictly prohibit alcohol consumption, chai is widely
favored throughout the country. This national beverage is
viewed as markedly different from sake, which is
consumed in Japan during special occasions or for
building interpersonal relationships. Given these differing
social environments, it was essential to conduct a survey
that considered the contrasting social dynamics in Japan,
where the desire for smooth communication through
alcohol often targets interactions with others outside the
family, and in Iran, where the primary focus is on sharing
the enjoyment of chai within the family or with relatives®.
This key distinction, central to the survey, will be
discussed in this paper, highlighting the differences in
interpersonal relationships between the two societies.

Although the two countries exhibit markedly different
aspects, prior research has revealed the historical and
current interrelation between alcohol and chai in their
respective societies. Given this context, this study
compares how the national beverage of Iran, chai, has
contributed to the building and maintenance of
interpersonal relationships during the pandemic, with the
role of alcohol in Japan. Despite the diversity of religious,
political, and cultural environments between the two
countries, it is challenging to assess how these beverages
are consumed and how they relate to social relationships
using a uniform standard. However, it is feasible to clarify
the roles these beverages played during the COVID-19
pandemic and how they may continue to contribute to
social life in the post-pandemic era. This understanding
forms the basis for this comparative analysis.

II Background of the Study
2-1 The Interrelationship between Alcohol and Social
Interactions in Japan

Nishizawa (1997) points out that the Japanese cultural
practice of serving alcohol on special occasions, known as
celebration days, such as New Year’s, Obon, Hinamatsuri,
known as Girls’ Day and Tango no Setsuku, also known
as Boys’ Day remains deeply rooted in modern times. He
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explains that the concept of limited occasions for drinking
=celebration reflects a current
state of universal traditional conservatism.

Additionally, Fukui (1997) analyzes early merchants'
drinking habits, suggesting that drinking was a
foundational activity for group solidarity. In other words,
drinking with people from different regions and
backgrounds, rather than with familiar companions, was
considered a communication tool, allowing for deeper
connections to be forged in a short period of time.

Ichikawa (1998) builds on Nakane’s (1976) two
functional classifications of the interrelationship between
alcohol consumption and human relationships: (1)
creating new human relationships, and (2) strengthening
existing ones. Ichikawa suggests that the impact of alcohol
on fostering human relationships among Japanese people
is overwhelmingly weighted toward the second function.
He further concludes that this reflects a form of drinking
akin to what is called “enkai” (banquet) in Japanese
society, which resembles a festival structure, rather than
events like “cocktail parties” in Western countries, where
there is an expectation of meeting new
people.

On the other hand, Yokomitsu et al. (2015) examined
the relationship between alcohol and communication,
reporting that the four major indulgences: alcohol, chai,
coffee, and cigarette, all contribute to the promotion of
communication. Their findings revealed common
psychological effects across all four indulgences, with
alcohol, in particular, surpassing the other three as a tool
for facilitating communication with others. The study
highlights this effect, distinguishing alcohol from the other
indulgences in terms of its social utility.

Among the wide variety of beverages, the role of
alcohol as an indulgence is distinct from that of chai,
coffee, carbonated drinks, and other beverages. Alcohol
plays an indispensable role, particularly on ‘hare’ days,
which are special occasions in Japanese culture. As
Amano (1996) notes, alcohol has been an essential
element in rituals marking significant milestones in life.

In Japan, alcohol has historically and culturally
functioned as a tool for “facilitating communication”
within society, particularly through the traditional practice
of 'sharing sake," which has played a significant role in
social interactions.

Conversely, the National Tax Agency of Japan has
reported that the overall domestic market for alcoholic
beverages is contracting due to factors such as declining
birth rates, an aging population, population decrease and
fluctuations, consumers' preference for lower-priced
options, changes in lifestyle, and diversification of
preferences (National Tax Agency, 2023).
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As shown in Chart 1, the expansion of the COVID-19
pandemic significantly reduced alcohol consumption in
Japan from 2020 onwards, particularly in restaurants
(National Tax Agency, 2022). The decline in alcohol
consumption in dining establishments was observed
throughout the year, with the exception of April,
November, and December, where negative figures were
recorded for nearly all months. This phenomenon can be
interpreted as reflecting a shift towards indirect forms of
communication, such as text messaging, email exchanges,
and video calls, due to the emphasis on avoiding
unnecessary outings and in-person interactions with
colleagues, friends, and partners. This trend suggests an
increase in behavior focused on virtual social interactions
rather than face-to-face engagements.

Chartl: Trends in Domestic Alcohol Consumption in 2021
(Unit: Year-on-Year Change, %)

Jan. |Feb. |Mar. |Apr.|May [Jun. [Jul. |Aug. |Sep. |Oct. |Nov. |Dec. |Total

Household

COnSUmptiOn +156 [+2.6 |A0.1l |A57 |A42 |A33 [+0.1 |A83 |A153|+63 (A52 |Al2 |A23

Restaurant

Consumption |aco0.s|As3s|ad0.9|+98.2|A6.2 |A62.2|A52.7 |A655|A326|A329|+15 |+143.6|Ad92

Household +
Restaurant
Consumption

A233 A255|A106|AL13 |AL3 AL03|AT9 |A150(A243|A18 (A4l |+11.3 (A10.2

Source: National Tax Agency, Section V: Alcohol Administration,
National Tax Agency Report 2022 (HTML)
https://www.nta.go.jp/about/introduction/torikumi/report/2022/05_
1.htm

Furthermore, a nationwide survey conducted with
2,253 participants revealed that 74 percent of respondents
reported experiencing some level of impact on their lives
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, either significantly or
moderately. Among the specific impacts, 61 percent of
respondents reported difficulty in meeting with people
they wanted to see, such as family and friends.
Additionally, 15 percent of respondents noted a reduction
in income leading to financial hardship (with 39 percent of
self-employed individuals and 24 percent of men in non-
regular employment reporting this issue). Moreover, 40
percent of respondents indicated spending most of their
time at home. This data highlights that, aside from direct
impacts on daily life, the most pronounced -effect
experienced by Japanese individuals is the change in
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social and interpersonal relationships (Kobayashi &
Murata, 2022).

Alcohol, an essential component in various rituals, has
evolved as a unique aspect of Japanese culture and serves
as a tool for communication, becoming popularized and
continuing to play a significant role in contemporary
society. Nevertheless, the proliferation of diverse options
in modern society has likely contributed to a decrease in
occasions for sharing drinks and has introduced a diversity
of methods for building interpersonal relationships.

2-2 Social Interactions and the Role of Chai in Iran
Iran, since the 1979 Iranian Islamic Revolution has
been governed as an Islamic Republic based on Islamic
law. As alcohol consumption has been prohibited
according to these religious doctrines since 1979, the sale
and purchase of alcoholic beverages are strictly forbidden.

Chai is consumed in a wide variety of settings across
Iran, including urban and rural homes, nomadic tents, and
gathering places such as bazaars and mosques. The “chay-
khane” (chai house) serves as a “social hub”, where chai
is offered and plays a significant role in fostering
connections between people, making it an indispensable
part of everyday life (Hara, 1995). Iranians typically
consume several cups of chai throughout the day: after
waking up, at breakfast, at the start of work, during breaks,
at lunch, in the afternoon, at dinner, and during evening
relaxation. While many Iranians may not observe their
daily prayers according to the Quran, it is almost
inconceivable for them to go without chai (Shimada,
2008)."

In her book Reading Lolita in Tehran (2006), Azar
Nafisi describes the act of making chai as follows:
“Making chai in Iran is an aesthetic ritual, performed
multiple times a day. The chai is served in small, delicately
shaped transparent glasses. The most commonly used
glass is called the slim waist, characterized by a rounded
shape at the top and bottom with a narrow middle. The
color of the chai and its subtle aroma reflect the skill of the
person brewing it.” Indeed, the author has been involved
with Iran for nearly 30 years and have had numerous
experiences being served chai with great care by many
Iranians during my visits as a guest.

Hara (1995) explains the history of chai's proliferation
in Iran, noting that the importation of chai into the country
began in the 17th and 18th centuries, followed by the
commencement of chai cultivation in Lahijan, a warm and
rainy region along the Caspian Sea. He also mentions that
prior to the widespread consumption of chai, coffee was
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the preferred beverage among the people. As a result, the
term chaikhane (tea house) is still often referred to as
gahve-khane (coffee house) in Iran. Hara further notes that
the widespread cultivation of chai within Iran is a
relatively recent development, and concludes that chai has
now become the nation's most favored beverage.

As previously mentioned, in post-revolutionary Iran,
religious doctrine strictly prohibits the consumption of
alcohol. Consequently, alcohol is never served during
banquets, ceremonies, or celebrations of special occasions.
However, it is important to note that chai is not favored as
a substitute for alcohol. Nor should chai be regarded as a
mere luxury item like alcohol. Rather, it should be
understood as a national beverage that is deeply integrated
into the daily lives of the Iranian people and essential to
Iranian society.

On the other hand, Suzuki (2011) emphasizes the
significance of cafes, not merely as places where chai is
served, but as social spaces where people gather and
communicate. He notes that, in the past, venues where
young people, such as university students, congregated
were typically limited to university campuses, parks, or
friends’ homes. However, since the 2009 presidential
election, the ongoing tension between the government and
the general public has likely made even such gatherings
subject to scrutiny by the authorities. Suzuki argues that in
the context of ordinary life in Tehran, where citizens seek
to avoid unnecessary friction while simulating the safety
of the home, cafes provide a convenient space, even if
somewhat expensive, that fulfills this need.

Suzuki (2011) also highlights the details of everyday
life in a typical Iranian household, noting that visits among
relatives are still far more frequent than in Japan, with
family members regularly gathering in the guest room to
chat and watch television. The role of cafes and the
function of chai served within them are deeply influenced
by Iran’s religious, political, and social environment. Thus,
interactions among family and relatives, as described by
Suzuki, suggest that chai can be seen as an essential
communication tool in a society where such exchanges are
a routine part of daily life.

Morita (2023) discusses the strong bonds between
family and relatives in Iran from the perspective of post-
revolutionary Islamic law?, stating: “As seen in Article 10
of the Constitution, the family is the fundamental unit of
Islamic society. All laws, regulations, and related policies
must promote the formation of families.”

It can be understood that the culture of chai and
interpersonal relationships in Iranian society are
significantly influenced by religious, political, and social
factors, making chai a national beverage. Unlike alcohol,
which is often used as a tool for smooth communication or
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to pursue deeper intimacy, chai in Islamic society serves a
distinct role, reflecting the unique way it is enjoyed and
integrated into daily life.

I Overview of the Study
3-1 Research Objectives

This study is based on the premise that sake in Japan
and chai in Iran serve as integral communication tools in
their respective cultures. It aims to specifically illustrate
how, during the COVID-19 pandemic, which began in
early 2020, the people of Japan and Iran navigated the
challenges of maintaining social interactions, such as
sharing sake or enjoying chai with others, under
circumstances where these activities were severely
restricted. Additionally, through a survey, the study seeks
to examine the public's perceptions of interpersonal
relationships in the post-pandemic era.

Furthermore, this research will define the concept of
interpersonal relationships in both countries, taking into
consideration the social environments that are considered
crucial factors in this analysis

3-2 Survey Overview

The survey in Japan was conducted by a web survey
company in January 2023, based on the following 10
items. The survey participants were randomly selected
residents of Tokyo*, comprising 100 individuals, with an
equal distribution of men and women, aged 20 to 60.

Survey Questions:

1. Which of the following four major stimulants do you
believe contributes as a "communication tool" for you?
(Multiple responses allowed 1. Cigarette, 2. Tea, 3.
Coffee, 4. Alcohol)

2. Do you believe that the act of "sharing a drink™ in
Japanese society contributes to the promotion of
communication?

(Select one: Yes, No)

3. In Japanese society, do you think that the act of "sharing
a drink" is more effective in:
(Select one: (@ Building new relationships, @
Deepening existing relationships)

. Who do you most frequently "share a drink™ with in
your daily life?
(Select  one:  Family,
Acquaintances, Others)

Friends, Colleagues,
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5. Where do you most frequently consume alcohol?
(Select one: Home, Bars/Pubs, Restaurants, Social
gatherings, Others)

. Have you ever been served or served alcohol during
special occasions in Japanese society, such as
ceremonial events, annual festivals, or other significant
days?

(Select one: Yes, No)

. How do you think the practice of serving alcohol on
special occasions in Japanese society (such as
ceremonial events, annual festivals, or other significant
days) will change in the future?

(Select one: Increase, Decrease, Remain the same)

. Compared to before the COVID-19 pandemic, how has
your participation in social gatherings involving drinks
(including non-alcoholic  beverages and online
gatherings) changed?

(Select one: Increased, Decreased, Remained the same)

9. How do you think opportunities for social gatherings
involving drinks (including non-alcoholic beverages
and online gatherings) will change in a post-COVID-19
society?

(Select one: Increase, Decrease, Remain the same)

10. Please describe any experiences where "sharing a
drink” led to enhanced communication and positive
outcomes (pleasant memories) or unexpected negative
outcomes (unpleasant memories).

The survey in Iran was conducted by the author in
December 2022, during a visit to the capital, Tehran*. A
total of 100 respondents, consisting of 10 men and 10
women from each decade of age from their 20s to 60s, all
residing in Tehran, were asked to provide written
responses.

Survey Questions:

1. Which of the following do you consider contributes
as a "communication tool™ for you?
(Multiple responses allowed: Cigarette, Coffee, Non-
alcoholic beer, Carbonated soft drinks, Chai)

2. Do you believe that the act of "drinking chai with
others™ in Iranian society contributes to the promotion
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of communication?
(Select one: Yes, No)

3. In Iranian society, do you think that the act of "drinking
chai with others" is more effective in:
(Select one: (@ Building new relationships, @
Deepening existing relationships)

4. Do you have any equipment at home for making chai
(including tea bags)? (Select one: Yes, No)

5. When you are alone or preparing chai primarily for
your household members, what do you mainly use to
make chai?

(Select one: Loose leaf tea, Tea bags, Instant tea,
Other)

6. When you have guests (at home, workplace, etc.), what
do you use to make chai?
(Select one: Loose leaf tea, Tea bags, Instant tea, Other)

7. What is the most frequent beverage you consume at
cafés?
(Select one: Chai, Coffee, Soft Drinks, Other)

8. How did the act of "drinking chai with others™ change
during the COVID-19 pandemic?
(Select one: Increased, Decreased, Remained the same)

9. How do you think opportunities for “drinking chai with
others" will change in a post-COVID-19 society?
(Select one: Increase, Decrease, Remain the same)

10. Please describe any experiences where "drinking chai
with others" led to enhanced communication and
positive outcomes (pleasant memories) or unexpected
negative outcomes (unpleasant memories).

This paper is a revised version based on the study
titled “A Comparative Study of Cultural Stimulants: A
Consideration of Chai in Iran and Alcohol in Japan as
Communication Tools” which was written with support
from the Tobacco Academic Studies Center (TASC) in
2022.

Accordingly, in line with the research objectives of this
paper, the analysis will focus on survey items 1, 3 in the
context of Japan, while also referencing items 1 and 3 for
Iran.
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As previously mentioned, due to the differences in
religious, political, and cultural social structures, the
analysis will focus on the results of survey item 10 from
both countries to examine the contrasting approaches to
social interpersonal relationships: Japan, where the
primary objective is to facilitate smooth communication
with others through alcohol, and Iran, where the emphasis
is on sharing chai and spending time with family and
relatives.

Additionally, both surveys were approved by the Ethics
Committee for Research Involving Human Subjects at
Wayo Women's University (No. 2251).

IV Analysis

4-1 Social Interpersonal Relationships During and
After the COVID-19 Pandemic

The survey responses from both Japan and Iran
were analyzed using IBM SPSS Statistics.  As
indicated in previous research, 59 percent of
respondents positioned alcohol as a more effective
tool for facilitating communication compared to
other stimulants such as cigarettes, tea, and coffee.
Furthermore, 61percent of respondents stated that the
act of sharing a drink contributes to the promotion of
communication.

Figure 1: Preferred Beverages Perceived as Contributing to
Communication Tools (Multiple Responses Allowed).
The unit of the horizontal axis is percentage.

No apply [

Alchol I
Coffee [ —
Tea ™™
|

Cigarette

m Female m Male

Author's creation

Figure 2: Contributions of Alcohol Sharing to the Formation
of (D Building new relationships and (@ Deepening of
existing relationships.

The unit of the horizontal axis is percentage.
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As indicated by Question 3, 69 percent of the
respondents, both male and female, answered that the act
of sharing alcohol contributes to either (D Building new
relationships, @ Deepening existing relationships, or
both. Conversely, 11 percent responded that they
contributed to neither. Figure 3 shows the results of the
Chi-Square Test for the data presented in Figure 2. A
significant difference was observed in the responses.

** indicates p = 0.028 <0.05.

Figure3: Results of the Chi-Square Test for the Responses in
Figure 2.
The unit of the vertical axis is percentage.
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Meanwhile, it was found that 40 percent of
respondents anticipate a decline in serving alcohol on
festival occasions, will likely decline in the future.
Additionally, 54 percent of respondents reported that
the opportunities to participate in social gatherings
involving drinks decreased during the COVID-19
pandemic. Furthermore, 34 percent of individuals
anticipate that opportunities to enjoy drinking with
others will decrease in the post-COVID-19 era.



HAE B a3t

Figure 4: Preferred Beverages Perceived as Contributing to
Communication Tools (Multiple Responses Allowed).
The unit of the horizontal axis is percentage.
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Figure 5: Contributions of Chai Sharing to the Formation of D
Building new relationships and (@Deepening of existing

Relationships.
The unit of the horizontal axis is percentage.
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In the survey conducted in Iran, Figure 4 also
corroborate previous research, with 78 percent of
respondents viewing chai as a beverage that contributes to
communication as a tool. Furthermore, according to
question 3, 88 percent of respondents that the act of drinking
chai with others contributes either to building new
relationships, deepening existing relationships, or both. In
contrast, 22 percent of respondents either believed that chai
does not contribute to either or were unsure.
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Figure 6: Results of the Chi-Square Test for the Responses in
Figure 5
The unit of the vertical axis is percentage.
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Figure 6 shows the results of the Chi-Square Test for
the data presented in Figure 5. A significant difference was
observed in the responses. * indicates p <0.05.

On the other hand, regarding question 8 about the
COVID-19 pandemic, 46 percent of respondents indicated
that opportunities to drink chai with others did not
significantly decrease during the pandemic. Furthermore,
52 percent of respondents expect that opportunities to
enjoy chai with others would increase in the post-
pandemic period

V Results and Discussion

It is well known that the global pandemic caused by
COVID-19 had significant impacts on various social
aspects in both Japan and Iran. However, the ways in
which people engaged in interpersonal relationships
during this period diverged, reflecting the distinct
religious, cultural, and political contexts of each country.

In Japan, as the concept of social distancing suggests,
indirect interpersonal interactions were encouraged,
leading people to avoid direct face-to-face contact with
others, even with family members. Consequently, it is
suggested that the frequency of alcohol consumption,
traditionally utilized in Japan as a communication tool to
establish new relationships or deepen existing ones, has
declined under these circumstances.

The global pandemic caused by the novel coronavirus
has had a well-documented and profound impact on
various social dimensions in both Japan and Iran.
Nevertheless, interpersonal behaviors have manifested
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differently in each country, shaped by their respective
religious, cultural, and political contexts.

In Japan, as the concept of social distancing suggests,
indirect interpersonal interactions were encouraged,
leading people to naturally avoid direct face-to-face
encounters, even with family members. In this context, it
has been suggested that the frequency of alcohol
consumption, traditionally used as a communication tool
for establishing new relationships or deepening existing
ones decreased.

Furthermore, survey results indicated that a significant
number of individuals believe that opportunities to enjoy
alcohol with others will continue to decline in the post-
COVID-19 era. Even before the pandemic, the
diversification of people's behaviors had already led to a
decrease in alcohol consumption. It is also suggested that
communal drinking occasions, such as celebratory events
traditionally thought to foster a sense of solidarity among
participants, may see a further decline. The mutual
relationship between alcohol and social communication is
expected to continue diversifying, leading to a reduction
in such opportunities in the future.

In the case of Iran, the majority of respondents
indicated that the opportunities to enjoy chai with others
did not significantly decline even during the pandemic.
Furthermore, there was a notable expectation among many
that such opportunities to drink chai with others would
increase in the future.

Iran, where family-centered values shaped by religious
doctrines and political considerations form the core of
society, is expected to continue prioritizing family
gatherings and activities in its post-pandemic Islamic
society. In this context, chai will likely remain a cherished
symbol of Iranian culture, serving not only as a tool for
communication but also as a unifying medium that binds
the community together as a cohesive unit.

VI Conclusion

This study has examined how alcohol and chai
influence the formation of interpersonal relationships and
the promotion of sociability in different societies,
specifically within the contexts of Iran and Japan. By
considering the political, religious, historical, and cultural
differences that exist in these societies, the research has
focused on the shifts in interpersonal relationships amidst
the social changes brought about by the COVID-19
pandemic.

In Japan, sake is traditionally served during seasonal
celebrations and special occasions, fostering a sense of
solidarity and belonging among participants. In contrast,

TEBSERFZE] 21 & 1 B [(WF5Cah

83

2024 4F 12 H 24 H3&AT

chai in Iran, cherished as a national beverage, has become
integral to social life due to historical developments and
the prohibition of alcohol. The survey results suggest that
the widespread consumption of chai in Iran cannot be
attributed solely to the prohibition of alcohol, but also
because of its deep-rooted cultural significance.

These beverages, with their inherent social diversity,
function as communication tools in both countries, playing
a common role in the formation of interpersonal
relationships. Moreover, this study suggests that they
contribute to the processes that strengthen a sense of
solidarity among people.

The study also highlights that alcohol in Japan is
emphasized as a means of deepening bonds with others,
while chai in Iran is revealed as an indispensable national
beverage when spending time with family and relatives,
the primary focus of interpersonal relationships.
Supporting this, the findings indicate that during the
COVID-19 pandemic, opportunities for social drinking
decreased in Japan, whereas in Iran, the maintenance of
strong family ties meant that the occasions to enjoy tea
with others did not experience a significant decline.

Iran and Japan exhibit numerous social differences, and
this comparative cultural study enhances understanding of
the social environment in both countries, potentially
leading to insights into their respective cultural approaches
and solutions to social issues.

Note

1. There are instances where the Japanese term
“to share and drink sake together' is rendered using
the word “sake” and other instances where a term
denoting ‘alcohol” is used.

2. Given that tea is referred to as “chai” in Farsi
(Persian language), this paper will refer to tea in Iran
as 'chai’ and using the two terms differently based
on the context.

3. The judicial system of the Islamic Republic of Iran
is fundamentally based on family relationships.
From both historical and religious perspectives, the
establishment of strong familial bonds through
marriage contributes to the formation of the core of
the Islamic community, with the family playing a
crucial role in Islamic society (Morita, Sato 2016
p.96: Gholipour & Mohammad 2015 pp.107-123).

4. The author conducted research in Tehran from late
December 2022 to early January 2023 for this study.
Due to nationwide protests in Iran related to the
arrest and subsequent sudden death of a woman over
the manner of wearing the hijab, the research was
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confined to the capital, Tehran. Consequently, a
corresponding survey was conducted in Japan,
limited to residents of Tokyo.
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