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Today the Islam world is confronted with difficult problems of radical political campaigns largely
imbued with ideologies of “Islam Fundamentalism”. In several Southeast Asian countries, fierce political
movements are often conducted by groups of radical fundamentalists. This is particularly true in the
Philippines and Indonesia.

However, Malaysia can be regarded as an exception. With the former Prime Minister Mahathir bin
Mohamad exercising strong leadership in taking effective measures for public security and economic
takeoff, this country has succeeded in subduing extreme fundamentalist movements. Mahathir has been
instrumental in securing the peace of the country; during the 22 years in office, by peace-keeping policies,
he contributed to establishing the national stability of a country which comprises Malaysians, Chinese,
Indians, and other ethnical groups.

On October 31, 2003, Mahathir resigned from his post. Abdulah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi succeeded
him and took over his office. It istrue that Abdulah is now revered and respected by the people. However,
his ability as a political leader is till to be seen. Since in Malaysia, interna security and economic
development of the country largely depends on the social stability of the Islam groups, it is absolutely
necessary to keep security within the country. Thisisthe first thing he hasto do. It is up to the new prime
minister, and everything depends upon his ability to carry out his own policies and administer the country.
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